
                                                               PHIL 170: PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE AND SEX                 
Fall 2016   
MTWR 9 – 9:50 
Room: 303 GER 
Instructor: Martina Ferrari 
 

Office Hours: Mondays 10 – 12  
         & by appointment 
Office: Susan Campbell Hall 221 
email: mferrar2@uoregon.edu 

…We are always finally recompensed for our good-will, our patience, reasonableness and gentleness towards what is unfamiliar, by the 
unfamiliar slowly throwing off its veil and presenting itself to us as a new, ineffable beauty: - that is its thanks for our hospitality. He 
also who loves himself must have learned it in this way: there is no other way. Love also has to be learned. 

          Nietzsche, The Gay Science, 334 

Course Description 

Love and sex are so central to human life that many would argue that our intimate relationships are the key to self-esteem, 
fulfillment, even happiness itself; in fact, our intimate relationships are probably more important to our sense of well-being 
than our careers. Yet we spend remarkably little time thinking about love and sex, even as we spend years preparing ourselves 
for the world of work. In this course you will be ask to reflect on the most intimate sphere of human existence. We will draw 
on historical, sociological, religious, feminist and philosophical work to shed critical light on a variety of questions, including: 
What is love exactly? Why do we continually associate love and sex with happiness and pleasure when they often make us so 
utterly miserable? Is there, or should there be, an ethics of love and sex? What is moral, what is normal, and who gets to 
decide? What happens to sex when it is associated with “scoring” (the conquest model of sex)? How are our understandings of 
masculinity and femininity tied in with what we believe about love and sex?  
 
You should come away from this class with a more considered understanding of your own beliefs and values about love and 
sex, and with habits of thinking that are helpful in real life situations in which either love, or sex, or both, become difficult, 
delightful, overwhelming, painful, or ethically challenging. Our readings for the course are drawn from a variety of sources: the 
commonly recognized texts/thinkers of the western philosophical tradition, contemporary empirical work, and feminist 
theorists. If you feel that you cannot benefit by engaging or learn from each of these perspectives, whether or not you agree 
with them, this is probably not the class for you. We address issues of sexism and sexuality along with questions about the 
meaning of our erotic existence and the nature of love.  

A Special Note  

This class requires students to engage with themes that can be highly charged and deeply personal. While no one is required to 
disclose personal information (except on surveys which are anonymous), many students often do. I expect all participants in 
the class to handle such disclosures in a respectful and sensitive manner, to refrain from inappropriate humor (though 
appropriate humor is encouraged), and to work hard to maintain an attitude of openness to experiences or points of view that 
you do not share.  

Course Goals:  
• Develop intellectual generosity and critical skills 
• Develop clarity in expression (both written and verbal expression) and rigor in argument 
• Gain exposure to philosophy and its approach to questions of love and sex.  
• Develop critical ways of reflecting on gender, love, and sexuality 
• Become a better writer and a thoughtful thinker 

 
Course Requirements:  
 
Written Work (80%), broken down as follows: 
• Graded Online Quizzes with 2 Films in Unit 3 (10%) 

 
• Surveys (4 surveys x 2.5%each = 10%):      

All surveys completed    A 



3 surveys completed       C 
Fewer than 3 surveys completed   F 

 
• Midterm Paper (20%): For this class, you will have a midterm paper of 4-5 pages in length. The midterm paper will be 

due on 10/27 at the beginning of class. A hard copy of the paper should be turned in class and an electronic copy of the 
papers should be submitted on Canvas via VeriCite. Essay topics will be provided a week prior to the paper’s due date. 

o Workshops (10%): Successfully writing your paper entails writing and bringing to class two copies of a rough 
draft of your midterm paper on 10/20. By rough draft I do not mean an outline of your paper, but a 
completed version of what will become your midterm paper. You will turn in one copy to me. You will use 
the second copy to write notes, comments, and feedback that your classmates will provide you. You will have 
the change of taking the paper home and further working on the rough draft prior to turning in the final 
version of your paper the following week. Incorporating the feedback that you received from you classmates 
is 5% of your total grade, while giving feedback is the other 5%. 

 
• Final Paper (20%): The final exam will be 5-6 pages in length. It will be due on Saturday, 12/6 no later than 11:59 pm. 

Papers should be submitted on Canvas via VeriCite and on Canvas under assignments. Essay topics will be provided a 
week prior to the paper’s due date. Alternatively, you can develop your own topic. You need to seek my approval in order 
to do so.  

o Workshop (10%): Successfully writing your paper entails writing and bringing to class two copies of a rough 
draft of your midterm paper on 12/1. By rough draft I do not mean an outline of your paper, but a 
completed version of what will become your final paper. You will turn one copy to me. You will use the 
second copy to write notes, comments, and feedback that your classmates will provide you. You will have the 
change of taking the paper home and further working on the rough draft prior to turning in the final version 
of your paper the following week. Incorporating the feedback that you received from you classmates is 5% of 
your total grade, while giving feedback is the other 5%. 

 
 Late midterm and final papers are penalized one letter grade for every day the paper is late.  

 
Oral Contribution (20%), broken down as follows: 
• Participation and Attendance (20%): Your written work for the class is the space for presenting well-thought-out 

analysis and response. Class discussion will be your forum for trying out and experimenting with new and old ideas, and 
working through the material in the reading. I expect you to be prepared each day to 1) discuss the reading, 2) ask questions 
about its meaning and merit, 3) help others find the answers, 4) discern presuppositions, 5) trace consequences, 6) 
reconstruct arguments, and 7) evaluate strengths and weaknesses of positions. At the end of each week, I will ask you to 
self-evaluate your participation, assign yourself a grade, and justify that decision. I will then check the self-assigned grade 
and finalize your week’s participation grade. More details on the self-assessment process will be provided in class.  

 
Needless to say, good participation presupposes attendance. Participation is not a function of quantity, but it does require 
presence in body and spirit. Therefore, your participation grade will be determined by your attendance of class, together 
with your self-assessment of your participation. Participation for this class is mandatory. You are allowed 2 unexcused 
absences. Your grade will be reduced by one third of a letter grade for each unexcused absence after that. Excused absences 
consist in medical and family emergencies. If you miss class more than five times for any reason, you cannot earn a 
passing grade. If you are late more than 15 minutes you will be counted as absent.  

 
 
Grading Criteria:  

To do excellent work on the papers in this course, you need to be able to do more than just reiterate what various authors 
have said in your reading or what was said in class.  An “A” indicates that you not only understand and comprehend the 
material, but that you have thought critically about it, fully fleshing out its subtleties and implications so that you can 
creatively apply the material at many levels.  A “B” reflects an above-average understanding of the material without any 
major errors; however, “B” work doesn't capture the complexity of the issues and tends to accurately summarize what has 
been read or said in class.  A “C” suggests a struggle with the material that manages an average, basic comprehension of it 
but is flawed by some significant misunderstandings or errors.  A “D” indicates only a rudimentary comprehension of part 
of the material with most of the material being misunderstood.  An “F” indicates no understanding of the material.  

 
Grades on papers and exams will be given on the standard 0-100 point grading scale: 
 



100-97:  A+ 
96-93:  A 
92-90:  A- 
89-87:  B+ 

86-83:  B 
82-80:     B- 
79-77:  C+ 
76-73:  C 

72-70:    C- 
69-60:  D 
59-0:   F 

 
 
Additional Course Policies: 
 
Incompletes and extensions will be given only in the event of documented emergencies. 
 
No Electronics. If I warn you to put an electronic device way, expect it to reflect on your grade. If I have to warn you a 
second time, I will ask for you to leave and/or you will be marked absent for the day.  
 
Emergencies:  In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are 
subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances. 
 
Sexual Violence: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 
harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. If you (or someone you 
know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate partner violence, attempted or completed sexual 
assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support 
survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 
accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
 
Please be aware that all UO employees are required reporters. This means that if you tell me about a situation, I may have to 
report the information to my supervisor or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. Although I have to 
report the situation, you will still have options about how your case will be handled, including whether or not you wish to 
pursue a formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options available to you and have access 
to the resources you need. 
If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24h hotline, to be connected to a 
confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu 
 
Accessibility: If you have a documented disability, please contact me in advance. If you need accommodations in this class, I 
will work with the Accessible Education Center to find a solution for you.  
 
Academic Honesty: There will be zero tolerance for plagiarism in this course. Plagiarized papers will receive a 0, the 
student will automatically fail the course, and their name will be handed given to the university authorities.  For more on 
the University of Oregon policy on plagiarism, see the following website: 
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/ 
In order to avoid plagiarizing from a source, both direct quotations and paraphrases or summaries of material found in 
traditional print media or on the internet must be acknowledged. If you have any questions about how this definition will 
be interpreted, please do not hesitate to discuss the matter with me.  

*** I will do my best to create a productive environment and inspire free thinking throughout the course. I will treat everyone fairly 
and with respect. In return, I expect you to do your best and treat everyone with respect. I want all of us to hold each other 
accountable. For this, communication is the key. Please come and talk to me if anything is bothering you. The subject matter will at 
times be sensitive and the discussions may be heated – and this is quite alright, as long as we don’t stop communicating. We shall 
build our classroom community together and contribute in our own unique way. 

Readings and Assignment Schedule  
Class schedule and readings are subject to revision. You will be notified ahead of time if and when this happens. (If there is 
anything you find pertinent to this class or the topics we discuss – readings, videos, images, etc. contact me about including 
it in our schedule).  
 
                                               
Week 1 
9/26   
9/27 

Unit I – Love and Sex and in the History of Philosophy 
Love as Union & Hierarchical Dualisms 
Introduction 
hooks, “Eros, Eroticism, and the Pedagogical Process” (5) 



9/28 
9/29 

No Class; Read Plato, “Symposium,” pp. 22-36 (14) 
No Class; Online discussion 

Week 2 
10/3 
Last day to drop w/out a w 
10/4 
 
10/5 
 
10/6 

Union of Man and Woman & Body and Woman/Mind and Man 
Plato, “Symposium,” pp. 36-53 (17) 
 
Solomon, “The Self in Love,” pp. 194-204; 209-215 (16) 
Recommended: Solomon, “The Self in Love,” pp. 191-193, 204-208 
Kant “On the Distinction of the Beautiful and Sublime” (20) 
Recommended: Rousseau, selections from “Sophie” (20)   
Class Discussion 

Week 3  
10/10 
 
10/11 
10/12 
 
10/13  

Love and “The Second Sex” 
Wollstonecraft, “The Prevailing Opinion” (22) 
Recommended: Wollstonecraft “Introduction” (5) 
Beauvoir, “Introduction” (15) 
Beauvoir, “The Woman in Love,” 773-776, 780-782, 784-787, 789 half page down- 
790 half page down, 796, 789 from bottom-800 (14); bring Solomon 
Class Discussion; Discussion of Midterm Paper Topics 

 
Week 4  
10/17 
 
10/18 
 
10/19 
10/20 

Unit 2 – Sexual Desire, Sexual Orientation, and Gender 
Sexuality and Subjectivity   
Diamond, “Will the Real Lesbians Please Stand Up?” (16), from Sexual Fluidity; 
“Born this Way?”; “Is Sexual Orientation Innate?” 
Ahmed, “Sexual Orientation,” from Queer Phenomenology, 65-79 (14) 
Recommended: Merleau-Ponty, “Sexuality” from The Phenomenology of Perception 
Ahmed, “Sexual Orientation,” from Queer Phenomenology, 92-107 (15) 
No Class; Online Midterm Paper Workshop. 

Week 5  
10/24 
 
10/25 
10/26 
10/27 

Sexual Practices and Subjectivity 
Butler, “Melancholy Gender/Refused Identification” (18) 
Recommended: Freud, “Mourning and Melancholia” (15) 
Eribon, “The Shock of Insult” (3); “Heterosexual Interpellation” (7) 
Eribon, “To Tell or Not to Tell” (9); “Existence Precedes Essence” (6)  
Class Discussion; Midterm Paper Due at the Beginning of Class 

 
Week 6  
10/31 
11/1 
11/2 
11/3 

Unit 3 – Gender, Race, and Rape Culture  
Paradoxes of Masculinity 
Bordo, “Gentlemen or Beast” (19) 
Katz, “The Macho Paradox” (21)  
Mann, “Creeper, Flirts, Heroes, and Allies: Four Theses on Sexual Harassment” 
Class Discussion + Tough Guise  

Week 7  
11/7 
11/8 
 
11/9 
 
 
11/10 
11/13 last day to withdraw   

Paradoxes of Femininity  
Phillips, “What’s a Young Woman (Not) to Think,” pp. 33-52 (19) 
Phillips, “What’s a Young Woman (Not) to Think,” pp. 53-78 (25)       
Recommended: Beauvoir: Myths, from The Second Sex, 226-274, 159-213 
Collins, “The Sexual Politics of Black Womanhood” from Black Feminist Thought 
(20) 
Recommended: Collins, “Prisons for Our Bodies, Closets for Our Minds” (29) 
Class Discussion + Flirting with Danger 

Week 8 
11/15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11/16 

Rape, Racism, Sexism, and Consent 
McKinnon, “Rape: On Coercion and Consent”, from Toward a Feminist Theory of the 
State (12); “Women’s Long Battle to Redefine Rape” 
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/womens-long-battle-to-define-
rape/2012/08/24/aa960280-ed34-11e1-a80b-
9f898562d010_story.html?utm_term=.fdae9652a507) 
Recommended: “Why I Stayed Silent About One Rape…” 
http://time.com/3612283/why-i-spoke-out-about-one-rape-but-stayed-silent-
about-another/ 
Miriam, “Toward a Phenomenology of Sex-Right” (16) 



11/17 
11/18  

Davis, “Rape, Racism, and the Myth of the Black Rapist” (30) 
Class Discussion 

 
Week 9 
11/21 
 
 
11/22 
11/23 
11/24  

Unit 4 – Eros, the Self, and the Other 
Better Sex 
Frye, “Lesbian Sex” (15) 
Recommended: Ruddick, “Better Sex” (19)  
                          Irigaray, “I Love to You” (5) 
Lugones, “Playfulness, ‘World’-Travelling,” and Loving Perception” (15) 
Class Discussion; Discussion of Final Paper Topics 
No Class: Thanksgiving 

Week 10 
10/28  
11/29 
 
11/30 
12/1 

Playful, Loving Eros  
Foucault, “The Ethics of the Concern for the Self as a Practice of Freedom” (14)  
hooks, All About Love: New Visions (20) 
Recommended: Lorde, “The Uses of the Erotic” (5) 
Bataille, “Learning to Fall” (11); Nietzsche, Aphorism 334, from The Gay Science 
Final Paper Workshop 

    Week 11 
 

               12/6              Final Papers due 
 
Extra Credit: Warrior Sisters offers free self-defense classes for women on Sundays from 11-12:15pm at the Art of War 
MMA, 251B W. 7th Ave. 
 
 
 
 
 


